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some well-informed soldiers have praised it, while others^,
equally competent to judge, have blamed it severely. The*
former say that the necessity for giving rest and shelter to
the numerous sick and wounded whom the army brought back
from Eussia compelled the Emperor to retain fortresses the
occupation of which would assure to the French the safety of
a vast material of war and large supplies of food. They add
that these fortresses would impede the movements of the
enemy, who would be compelled to mask them, thus reducing
the number of troops which they could employ against us;.
and lastly, that if the reinforcements brought up from France
and Germany should enable him to win a battle, the fortresses
which he kept would make it easy for the French to conquer
Prussia, which would soon bring us back beyond the Vistula,,
and force the Eussians to return to their country.

To this it is replied that by scattering his army over so
many distant points, too far apart for the garrisons to
support each other, Napoleon was reducing his strength, and
that it was not right to endanger the safety of France in
order to save a few thousand sick and wounded, very few of
whom would be able to serve again. As a matter of fact
nearly all of them died in the hospitals. Further, it was said
that the Italian, German, and Polish regiments which the
Emperor had attached to the garrisons to economise his own
troops would do no good service : and indeed nearly all the
foreign soldiers fought slackly, and ended by going over to
the enemy. The last point was, that the occupation of the
fortresses would cause very little hindrance to the Eussian
and Prussian armies, who would merely leave a corps to mask
them and continue their march towards France; which was
what actually took place. Each of these views has some-
thing to be said for and against it. Nevertheless, con-
sidering the circumstances in which the French army was
placed, I feel bound to take the side of those who wished to
abandon the fortresses; even their opponents admit that they
could be of no use to us unless we could thoroughly beat the
Eussian and Prussian armies, which was another reason for
endeavouring to increase our available forces instead ofo 583,000; so
